May 15, 2001

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, May 15, 2001 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall, located on One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567, with the following elected and appointed Town officials and staff in attendance:

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor

JOSEPH D. CERRETO

Councilmember

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember

JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO


Assessor



EDWARD VERGANO

Director, DOTS



RICHARD MINTYRE

Co-Director, DES



JEFF TKACS



Co-Director, DES



KATHLEEN BURLESON

Dep. Director, DES



CLAUDIA VAHEY


Human Res. Dir.



CATHERINE M. HOFFMAN
Dep. Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *       

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m., 

* * * * * * * * * *        

PLEDGE to the FLAG

 Russell Lee, Vice-Chairman of Cortlandt’s  Veterans’ Council, led all in attendance in a Pledge of Allegiance.

* * * * * * * * * *        

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS on PROJECTS and ISSUES

Many ceremonies are being planned for the coming Memorial Day.  One in the tri-Village area of the Town will be conducted this year in Montrose with a parade.  At 11 a.m. in the Veterans’ Memorial Park in Croton there will be a service and at the Michael Mongero Veterans’ Park there will be a ceremony at 12 noon.

Councilmember Joe Cerreto said the Veterans’ Committee has been attempting to involve the youth of the community with the veterans, encouraging them to talk to veterans and get involved with their  programs and issues.

Fremont Reif discussed the essay contest which he conducted among school students, some of which will be read at the Town’s Memorial Day cermony on May 28.

Certificates of Award were presented to winners of the contest.

Supervisor Puglisi noted the presence in the audience of Sy Silverman, an active member of the Veterans’ Council and she thanked Donna White of her staff for her assistance in the program.
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TOWN BOARD MINUTES

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Supervisor Puglisi then reported on the efforts being taken in opposition to the proposed route for the Millennium gas pipeline through Cortlandt.  She read a statement which she had earlier aired on Channel 12 news.  (Statement placed in full context in minutes.)

* *     

Construction will begin on the two skate parks in the next few weeks and they will be completed this year, one to be located at the Westbrook Drive Community Center and the other on Memorial Park Drive, adjacent to the State Police headquarters.

* * 

Town Board and staff have been working on the 2001 paving program which will include Lexington Avenue and the Furnace Dock extension, which will see a realignment.

* *

At a Special Meeting of the Town Board, to be held on May 21st, a contract for restoration of the Tollhouse will be awarded.  The building is on the National Historic Register and has been the recipient of a $500,000 grant from Governor George Pataki, is scheduled to be completed this year.  It will serve as a regional information and welcome center.

* * * * * * * * * *

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance administered by Town Clerk Jo-Ann Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their attendance.

* * * * * * * * * *       

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Ann Lindau said there had been a meeting held at Town Hall on May 5th to discuss the Millennium Pipeline and there will be another tonight in Croton to express opposition.

Councilmember John Sloan said he would like to correct what he feels is a misconception about the proposed Millennium Pipeline route.  It is not quite accurate, he opined, that it is through the Con Ed right-of-way.  While Columbia preaches the safety of the gas pipeline, Con Edison has told them they do not want that pipeline put directly down the middle of their right-of-way.  What’s been designated is a route about 150 feet off center of the middle line.  This brings the pipeline that much closer to the backyards of residences.

Councilmember Frank Farrell noted the passing of Mr. Charles Bovone, a resident of Mt. Airy Road, who donated towards the Town’s Open Space fund.  

He said the Cook Pool has been filled and there is maintenance happening to the filtration system.  He looks forward to a good season there.

* * * * * * * * * *      

APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Minutes of the regular meeting of April 17, 2001 and the special meeting of April 30, 2001 were approved as presented by the Town Clerk on motion made by Councilmember Sloan and seconded by Councilmember Cerreto with ALL VOTING AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *         
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HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only)

None.

* * * * * * * * * *        

BID REPORTS

Councilmember Cerreto moved that bids be received and filed and the following resolution awarding a contract for the purchase of skate park equipment:

RESOLUTION NO.  151–01 – RE:  Award contract for purchase of skate park equipment for Westbrook Drive site.

There was no discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

REPORTS

Councilmembers Lindau and Farrell moved that the following monthly reports be received and ordered filed:

February, 2001  -   Recreation Division of DES,

April, 2001          -   Purchasing Department, Receiver of Taxes and Town Clerk.

There was no discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following joint reports from the Town Attorney and DOTS Director be received and ordered filed:

Commuter Parking issue, (using former compost site.)

Westchester Lake.

Croton Avenue retaining wall. (Vasta property)

Hallowe’en curfew.

Dedication of Sonoma, Stonegate and Sabrina Roads.

DISCUSSION:  Supervisor Puglisi explained the process involved for dedication of roads.

Right of way request from T. Cronin, Jr.

Reports from the Town comptroller and Labor Relations Consultant for Local 456, I.B.T. bargaining unit on proposed Electronic and Telephonic Policy.

* * 

Report from DES regarding Adrian Court no parking.

* *   

Quarterly report dated April 20, 2001 from Westchester County on Sprout Brook Ashfill.

* *     
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TOWN BOARD MINUTES

OLD BUSINESS,  (cont.)

Refer to the Legal Department and DOTS/Planning a previously received and filed letter from Linda Whitehead representing Construction Consultants, Inc. and Eric Messer requesting a zoning amendment.

There was no additional discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

NEW BUSINESS

Correspondence:

Supervisor Puglisi explained the process involved in the receipt of communications to the Town Board, saying they are received and filed at the first meeting after they are received.  They are then referred to the various departments, committees and/or agencies.  The following month the reports are received so that action may be taken the next or subsequent months.

* * She gave as an example the Sustainable Development Coalition meeting where she said she would bring to the Town Board for their consideration extending the Route 6/202/9A moratorium to the northeast quadrant of the community.  The Board will consider that and make its referrals.

Councilmember Sloan moved the following items of new business be received, ordered filed and referred to the noted departments, and that the resolution be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

Letter dated May 1, 2001 from Genevieve Lutton requesting weight limits on Short Hill Road.  Refer to DES, DOTS and the Traffic Safety Committee.

* *    

Letter from Cross Creek at Van Cortlandtville dated April 2, 2001, forwarded by the Highway Division requesting speed humps at Clara Court.  Refer to DES, DOTS and the Traffic Safety Committee.

* *     

Letter dated April 24, 2001 from Kelly Lent requesting a stop sign at the intersection of Lancaster and Hunt Avenues.  Refer to DES, DOTS and Traffic Safety Committee.

* *     

Letter dated April 28, 2001 from the Croton/Cortlandt Center for the Arts thanking the Town for their continued support and requesting financial assistance.

* *     

Letter dated April 20, 2001 from Diana Saltel regarding regional signage for Historic Rivertowns of Westchester.

RESOLUTION NO. 152-01 – RE:  Authorize installation of signs depicting certain resources in the Town of Cortlandt.

* *   
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NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

Refer a request from the Town Board to the Legal Department and DOTS/Planning to consider a northeast quadrant building moratorium.

DISCUSSION:  See above. * *

There was no additional discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *     

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this Town Board meeting are to be found in full context affixed to the end of this document.)

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following resolution be removed and the following numbered resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

Appoint an Open Space Coordinator.  (Removed from agenda)

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 153–01 – RE:  Appoint Linda Quicci as Confidential Secretary in the Office of the Supervisor.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO.  154–01 – RE:  Appoint Denise Cuomo Lowry as Assistant to the Supervisor.

DISCUSSION:  Supervisor Puglisi introduced the two newly appointed members of her staff to the people present.

There was no additional discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.

* * * * *   

Councilmember Lindau moved for adoption of the following numbered resolutions and amendments and the removal of the item, as indicated.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.

RESOLUTION NO. 155–01 – RE:  Appoint additional seasonal employees to work in DOTS and various other departments.

* *        

RESOLUTION NO. 156–01 – RE:  Authorize a one time salary adjustment to Fran Surak.

* *    

Authorize a six year employment contract for the Town Assessor. (Removed from agenda)

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 157–01 – RE:  Authorize a six month leave of absence to Gail Gmeiner, Department of the Court. 

-5-

May 15, 2001

TOWN BOARD MINUTES

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Amended to include:

RESOLUTION NO. 158-01 – RE: Authorize a six month leave of absence to Chantal Haight, Code Enforcement Division of DOTS.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 159–01 – RE:  Create a job description for a G.I.S./Website Coordinator.

There was no discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.

* * * * *          

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, as amended,  seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 160–01 – RE:  Authorize Water Division of DOTS hours of employment to be adjusted effective when the Westbrook Drive worksite closes.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 161–01 – RE:  Appoint Daniel Gonzales and Pam Testani as student representatives to the PRC Advisory Board.

DISCUSSION:  Councilmember Farrell said he was present when these students were interviewed and they are two outstanding students in every aspect and he feels they will be a wonderful addition to the board.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 162-01 – RE:  Authorize the Town Attorney to retain counsel, (Sive, Paget & Reisel) to represent the Town in the proposed Millennium Pipeline proceedings before FERC.  Amended to receive and file a memorandum from the Supervisor regarding the proposed Millennium Pipeline route.

DISCUSSION:  Supervisor Puglisi said the first meeting of the task force was conducted the previous evening with Mr. Dan Reisel present, working to oppose the pipeline.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 163–01 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor and Town staff to begin negotiations with Metro North for a proposed pedestrian access and additional commuter car parking on Town property to benefit Cortlandt commuters.

DISCUSSION:  Supervisor Puglisi said she is meeting with officials of Metro North next week to discuss some land that is available and will have additional information for the Town Board and the community in upcoming weeks.

Following the discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.

* * * * *      
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Councilmember Sloan moved for adoption of the following resolutions and amendment, as indicated.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion.

RESOLUTION NO. 164–01 – RE: Authorize Town staff to begin to negotiate with the Lakeland School District for proposed construction and maintenance of tennis courts as well as an Intermunicipal Agreement.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 165–01 – RE:  Authorize the DOTS Director to advertise for the following invitations to bid:

a. 2001 annual paving project,

b. Proposed Steamboat River Park pavilion, amended to include “historical markers”.

c. Waterfront pedestrian walkway project.

d. Oregon Road waterline cleaning and repair project.

DISCUSSION:  Supervisor Puglisi said the paving will begin in July.

There was no additional discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.

* * * * *      

Councilmember Cerreto moved for adoption of the following resolutions, as amended, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 166–01 – RE:  Authorize the DOTS Director to award a design contract for Craft Lane bridge repairs.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 167–01 – RE:  Authorize the DOTS Director to conduct a design/construction study for the proposed Maple Avenue playground.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 168–01 – RE:  Authorize the DOTS Director to seek an RFP for construction for drainage repairs on Elena Drive.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 169–01 – RE:  Authorize DES to install a stop sign on Meadow Road at its intersection with Montrose Point Road.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 170-01 – RE:  Authorize Salvatore Vasta of Croton Avenue to reconstruct a retaining wall pursuant to a plan approved by DOTS.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 171–01 – RE:  Authorize an agreement with Yorktown for water supply interconnections and their metering.

There was no discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.

* * * * *    
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TOWN BOARD MINUTES

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Councilmember Lindau moved for adoption of the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO. 172–01 – RE:  Authorize DES Directors to attend the annual Highway school to be conducted June 4 through June 6, 2001 at Ithaca College.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 173–01 – RE:  Authorize a Correction Deed for property conveyed from the Town to Vincent and Alfredia Letteri.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 174–01 – RE:  Petition Westchester County to allow property owners located in the Conklin East Sewer District into Westchester County Sewer District #13.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 175–01 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute a contract extension for a consultant and the evaluation of quarterly reports from Westchester County on Sprout Brook Ashfill data.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 176–01 – RE:  Schedule a Special Town Board meeting for May 21, 2001 to award a contract for the Tollhouse restoration project.  Amended to include”to authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with Westchester County for a recycling transfer station.”

There was no discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.

* * * * *        

Councilmember Farrell moved for adoption of the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 177–01 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for June 12, 2001 to consider amending the Peddler Law to allow hot dog vendors within a residential area where a commercial district exists.    

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 178–01 – RE:  Accept an assignment of passbook and HSBC Bank USA letter and receipt in the amount of $20,000 from Northern Freeform Homes, LLC for maintenance security for soil erosion controls for property known as Cranberry Meadows, in accordance with Planning Board Resolution #45-00.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 179–01 – RE:  Accept a passbook in the amount of $1,500 from Robert Miller as maintenance security for soil erosion control for property known as Alltel Service Station in accordance with Planning Board Resolution #33-00.

* *      
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 180–01 – RE:  Authorize budget amendments.

There was no discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *      

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, the letter be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted.   Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion.

Letter from Donna A. Castellano, Furnace Dock Road to the EPA and the Federal Highways Administration requesting a noise barrier on Route 9 South.

* * * * *     

RESOLUTION NO. 181–01 – RE:  Oppose new Legislative District lines proposed by the Westchester County Board.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 182–01 – RE:  Authorize the DOTS Director to seek RFPs for survey services on Sunset, Tommy Thurber and Old Pond (Eighth Street) Parks;  improvements to be partially funded by 2002 CDBG grant monies.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 183–01 – RE:  Authorize the Purchasing Director to coordinate an Intermunicipal scrap and surplus vehicle auction for the Town of Ossining.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 184–01 – RE:  Authorize the Purchasing Director to declare surplus vehicles/materials and award to the highest bidder at an upcoming vehicle auction.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 185–01 – RE:  Authorize a contract extension for the consultant to the Master Plan/Zoning Committee.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 186–01 – RE:  Protest cable television rate increase.

DISCUSSION:  Supervisor Puglisi said she was very dismayed to learn of the cable television rate increase, following a merger of MediaOne and Cablevision.  It had been her understanding that they were going to attempt to keep at least status quo and look for a senior citizen discount.

There was no additional discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.  

* * * * * * * * * *        
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TOWN BOARD MINUTES

BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Cerreto moved for adoption of the following resolution, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 187–01 – RE:  Budget transfers.

DISCUSSION:  Glenn Cestaro, Comptroller, gave explanation of the budget transfers, documentation of which is affixed to Resolution No. 187-01 attached.

There was no additional discussion;  ALL VOTED AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *     

HEARING of CITIZENS, (second)

Speaker:      John Bernard

                       Chairman, Cortlandt WATCH

Subject:       a. Master Plan process, is there a deadline.  Can the public view


          a preliminary report.


          b. Is the Town pursuing the hiring of an Environmental Enforcement


          Officer.

* * * * * * * * * *       

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Lindau moved the meeting be adjourned at 8:10 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Farrell.

Supervisor Puglisi requested the meeting be adjourned in memory of Charles Bovone and Scott Lee, a Vietnam veteran who was a member of our Patriotism Committee.  All stood for a minutes silence in honor of their memory.








Respectfully submitted,








JO-ANN DYCKMAN,








Town Clerk
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